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FOR IOP/M IEA; STATE FOR EA 

SUBJ: MEDIA REACTION TO NIXON PARDON 

1. THE NIXON PARDON AND SUBSEQUENT U.S. REACTION WERE 
PROMINENTLY REPORTED BY HONG KONG'S NON-COMMUNIST PRESS 
SEPTEMBER 9 AND 10. LEFTIST PAPERS PLAYED DOWN THE DEVELOPMENT, 

AS THEY DID THE WATERGATE AFFAIR IN THE PAST. SO FAR THREE 
DAILIES HAVE COMMENTED. 

2. THE INDEPENDENT CHINESE-LANGUAGE MING PAO SAID: "FOR 

A CHINESE IT IS EASY TO UNDERSTAND FORD'S PARDONING OF NIXON - 
IT IS ’THE GRATEFUL RETURNING OF AFAVOR'... 

3. "AMERICANS. WHO ARE NOT SO SENTIMENTAL,... GENERALLY FEEL 
IT IS OUT OF POLITICAL CONSIDERATION.. .TO SPARE THE REPUBLICAN 
PARTY OF FURTHER IMPLICATION... IT IS NATURALLY POSSIBLE THE 
DECISION WAS REACHED FOLLOWING CONSULTATION WITH REPUBLICATION 
LEADERS. 

4. "WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY TERHORST... THINKS FORD IS 
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UNFAIR TO PARDON NIXON BUT NOT THE MINOR WATERGATE PERSONALITIES 
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WHO ARE SERVING PRISON TERMS... 

5. "WE FIND THAT, VIEWED TOGETHER WITH THE SITUATION IN HONG KONG, 
TERHORST'S REMARK IS VERY MEANINGFUL. IN HONG KONG, VIOLATORS 
OF MINOR OFFENSES ARE PUNISHED WHILE DEATH PENALTIES FOR 
MANSLAUGHTER ARE PARDONED; CLEMENCY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT ARE 
OBVIOUSLY NOT HANDLED FAIRLY." 

6. THE INDEPENDENT CHINESE-LANGUAGE SING PAO DAILY NEWS SAID: 

"...WE FEEL THAT THE PARDON WAS GRANTED NIXON NOT ONLY FOR NIXON'S 
PERSONAL SAKE BUT ALSO TO SPARE AMERICA OF RENEWED FRUSTRATION 
OVER WATERGATE... 

7. "FORD'S ENTRANCE INTO THE WHITE HOUSE HAS QUICKLY HEALED 
THE WOUND INFLICTED ON THE REPUBLICAN PARTY BY THE WATERGATE 
AFFAIR. HENCE THE DEMOCRATS MAY ONCE MORE EXPLOIT THE NIXON 
PARDON TO STIR UP TROUBLE." 

8. THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST SAID: "PRESIDENT 
FORD'S UNPRECENDENTED ACT.. .WAS NOT TOTALLY UNEXPECTED. 

9. "INDEED, IT WAS UNMISTAKABLY INDICATED WHEN HE SUGGESTED 
CONDITIONAL AMNESTY FOR DRAFT DODGERS AND ESERTERS... 

10. "IN FACT, HE STRUCK A SIMILAR CHORD WHEN HE SAID THAT A 
COURT TRIAL OF MR. NIXON WOULD ONCE AGAIN UNLEASH UNHEALTHY 
PARSSIONS AND ONCE AGAIN SPLIT THE NATION... 

1. "LIKE MANY OTHERS, IN AND OUTSIDE CONGRESS, MR. FORD 
IS CONVINCED THAT MR. NIXON HAS SUFFERED ENOUGH, THAT AN 
ADJUDICATION OF HIS WRONG-DOING WOULD BE DIVISIVE AND THAT A 
FAIR TRIAL WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO ACHIEVE. 

12. "TO ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES, MR. NIXON HAS ALREADY BEEN 
TRIED IN PUBLIC - THE MEDIA HAS FOUND HIM GUILTY AND THE FORMER 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE HIMSELF HAS ADMITTED, ALBEIT VAGUELY, INFRINGE- 
MENTS OF THE LAW AND RESIGNED TO AVOID FORMAL IMPEACHMENT. 

13. "THE ONLY THING THAT REMAINS IS THE PENALTY AND HERE, 

PRESIDENT FORD IMPLIES THAT IS HAS ALREADY BEEN IMPOSED... 
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14. "THE RELEVANCY OF PRESIDENT FORD'S GROUNDS FOR GRANTING 
MR. NIXON UNCONDITIONAL CLEMENCY IS, OF COURSE, OPEN TO 
QUESTION.... 

15. "PRESIDENT FORD WANTS AN END TO THE WATERGATE NIGHTMARE... 

16. "THE BAD DREAMS, HOWEVER, ARE MOST LIKELY TO PERSIST FOR 
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THE CHAPTER IS BY NO MEANS CLOSED BY THE UNCONDITIONAL PARDON OF 
ONLY ONE OF THE DIRECT AND INDIRECT PARTICIPANTS IN THE UNLAWFUL 
WATERGATE AFFAIR. 

17. "THE NIGHTMARE WILL CONTINUE TO AFFLICT THE AMERICAN NATION 
FOR THE ACT BY PRESIDENT FORD HAS ALREADY SPARKED A FRESH 
CONTROVERSY, THREATENING TO GENERATE FURTHER PUBLIC DISCORD. 

18. "IT CAN ONLY COME TO AN END BY MINISTERING THE SAME 
COMPASSION AND MERCY THAT IS ACCORDED TO MR. NIXON TO THOSE 
IMPRISONED OR AWAITING TRIAL FOR THEIR PART IN THE INFAMOUS 
AFFAIRS." END QUOTE MORNING POST. 

T7F.NBF.RG 
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